
Remember, your local DMV can provide personalized service at the four St. Lawrence County offices: 

Canton, (main office with drive-through) Human Services Center, 80 State Highway 310, Suite 3, Phone: 315-386-1408, 386-1409 

Gouverneur, 1227 U.S. Highway 11, Phone: 315-287-7034 

Massena, 21 Harrowgate Commons (off Main St. by Kinney’s), Phone: 315-764-1727 

Ogdensburg, 206-210 Ford Street, Phone: 315-393-5386 

You can access the Younger Driver information on-line at http://www.nysdmv.com/youngerdriver/default.html 

80 State Highway 310, Ste. 1, Canton NY 13617-1493     PH: 379-2306   E-mail: mdavison@stlawco.org 
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TEENS is voluntary, 
and there is no fee. 
There are three ways 
for parents to enroll in 
the program: 

 Enroll in TEENS on-line 
through MyDMV, the 
new NYS DMV cus-
tomer interface. 

 Complete the form MV-
TEENS (Teen Elec-
tronic Event Notification 
Service (TEENS) En-
rollment and Consent) 
and submit the form to 
the DMV. 

 Enroll in TEENS when 
an eligible young driver 
applies for their learner 
permit at any local DMV 
office with their parent 
or guardian. 
 

Enrollment in the program 
will continue until your 
teen is 18 years old. 
When the teen becomes 
18, the enrollment is auto-
matically discontinued. 

As a parent or guardian, 
you may need to decide 
whether or not to allow 
your teen to continue 
driving. The teen may 
demonstrate driving be-

Teens continue to be the 
drivers most at risk on 
our nation’s highways.  
Sixteen and 17 year old 
motorists are three times 
more likely to be involved 
in a crash than the rest 
of the driving population. 
Locally, drivers under 21 
make up only about 6% 
of all licensed drivers, 
but are responsible for 
almost 20% of fatal and 
personal injury crashes.   

There is good news on 
the horizon, though.  Re-
search by Ginsburg and 
others shows that par-
ents who show concern 
and set limits on driving 
can help to decrease the 
crash rates of their chil-
dren.   

Since parents often 
aren’t present when their 
teen is behind the wheel, 
the Department of Motor 

Vehicles has imple-
mented a parental noti-
fication program called 
the Teen Electronic 
Event Notification Ser-
vice (TEENS).  If a par-
ent enrolls in the 
TEENS program, he or 
she will be informed 
when specific events 
are added to the driver 
record of the teen. The 
events include traffic 
violation convictions, 
driver license suspen-
sions and certain acci-
dents. 

This program helps par-
ents to be aware of any 
potentially risky habits 
which develop during 
the early driving career 
of their teenager.  That 
way, they can apply 
consequences such as 
loss of driving privi-
leges.  By being in-
formed of these events, 
parents will be able to 
take a more active role 
in the development of 
safe driving behaviors 
by their children. 

Parental enrollment in 

TEENS Program for Parents of Teen Drivers 

havior that is not safe. 
The teen may not yet 
have the maturity to han-
dle driving responsibility. 

Regardless of the reason, 
you can withdraw your 
consent for driving privi-
leges if your teen is under 
age 18 and has a driver 
license with a Class des-
ignation that includes the 
letter "J" (junior), for ex-
ample "DJ" or "MJ".  To 
withdraw consent, com-
plete and send to DMV 
form MV-1W (Withdrawal 
of Consent).  Please note 
that if a younger driver 
has completed a driver 
education course and has 
a full license, the with-
drawal of consent does 
not apply. (Source: NYS 
DMV web site) 

Department of Motor Vehicle Information  
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Fifteen-passenger vans 
are more likely to be in-
volved in a single-vehicle 
rollover crash than any 
other type of vehicle.  Two 
recent fatal rollover 
crashes involving 15-
passenger vans resulted 
in 10 deaths.   

 
In response, the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) 
has issued an updated 
safety advisory on these 
vehicles, the latest of sev-
eral advisories that have 

been issued since the year 
2000.   
 
Fatal rollovers of 15-
passenger vans are very 
likely to involve tire fail-
ures. NHTSA research 
shows that tires on 15-
passenger vans are often 
under-inflated and in use 
past their service life.  
Aged tires are more prone 
to failure even if they ap-
pear to be new (as in the 
case of original spare 
tires).  Some vehicle 
manufacturers recom-
mend that tires be re-
placed every six years re-
gardless of tread depth. 
 
The agency warns that 
 tire maintenance is para-
mount to preventing 

crashes from occurring. 
Users of 15-passenger 
vans need to make sure 
the vehicles have appro-
priately-sized tires that 
are properly inflated be-
fore every trip. NHTSA 
also points out that since 
tire rubber degrades over 
time, spare tires should 
not be used as replace-
ments for worn tires. In 
fact, many tire manufac-
turers recommend that 
tires older than 10 years 
not be used at all. 
 
NHTSA said 
that it is direct-
ing this advisory 
to church 
groups, other non-profit 
organizations and col-

leges that may be keep-
ing older 15-passenger 
vans in service longer 
than usual because of 
tight transportation budg-
ets. Pre-primary, primary 
and secondary schools 
should not use these  
vans for transporting 
school children, as they 
do not provide the same 
level of safety as school 
buses. It is also against 
federal law for schools to 
buy new 15-passenger 
vans for school transpor-
tation purposes. 
 
The following safety pre-
cautions are recom-
mended by NHTSA for 
those who use these ve-
hicles.   

Safety Precautions for 15-Passenger Vans 
TIRES - Inspect the tires and check tire pressure before each use to be sure they are properly inflated and the tread 
is not be worn. Check the placard on the driver’s side B pillar or in the owner’s manual to find out the correct tire 
size and pressure.  Pressure for front and back tires may be different.  Avoid using spares when replacing worn 
tires.   

DRIVER - Since these vehicles handle differently than passenger cars, especially when 
fully loaded, it is important that they are driven by an experienced and licensed driver who 
operates these vehicles on a regular basis. (A driver who holds a commercial driver’s li-
cense is preferable).  

ATTENTION - Driver should be well-rested and attentive to driving at all times. Drive time should be limited to 
eight hours per 24-hour period. 

SIZE - A 15-passenger van is substantially longer and wider than a car, and thus requires more space to ma-
neuver. It also requires additional reliance on the side-view mirrors for changing lanes. 

SPEED - Drive at a safe speed based on driving conditions. Driver should never exceed the posted speed limit, 
and drive more slowly on wet, snowy or icy roads.  Fifteen-passenger vans do not respond well to abrupt steering 
maneuvers and require additional braking time. 

OCCUPANCY - Never allow more than 15 people to ride in a 15-passenger van. Passengers should sit in seats 
that are in front of the rear axle when the van is not full. 

CARGO - Cargo should be placed forward of the rear axle.  Do not tow anything behind the van, and avoid plac-
ing loads on the roof.   See the vehicle owner’s manual for maximum weight of passengers and cargo to avoid 
overloading the van. 

SEAT BELTS - All occupants need to wear seat belts at all times. Inspect seat belts regularly and replace any 
missing, broken or damaged belts and/or buckles.  Restraint use triples your chances of surviving if the van is 
involved in a single vehicle collision.     

15-Passenger Van Advisory Updated by Government 


